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Menahel’s Message:  Just Because 
   In his classic Ruach Chaim commentary to Pirkei Avot (5,2), Rav 

Chaim of Volohzin observes that when enumerating the ten gen-

erations from Noach to Avraham, the Mishna describes the latter 

as simply ‘Avraham,’ while the very next Mishna refers to the ten 

nisyonot of 'Avraham Aveinu.'  Rav Chaim suggests that the Mish-

na’s emphasis on Avraham as a father specifically in the context 

of meeting challenges demonstrates that in matters of nisayon- 

confronting the most difficult of life’s challenges- Avraham is truly 

the father of each and every Jew.  By meeting their personal chal-

lenges, the avot and imahot impacted their descendants for pos-

terity.    

But what specific traits were instilled?  The most 
obvious answer, of course, is self-sacrifice.  Over 
the millennia, countless Jews of hitherto modest 
stature have somehow managed to muster the 
inner strength necessary to make the ultimate 
sacrifice and offer their lives al kiddush Hashem 
when summoned.    
A novel interpretation of the Ran (Derashos 
Haran, No. 6), however, suggests that Avraham 
Aveinu’s greatest legacy may have been establish-
ing the basis upon which we more truly live al 
Kiddush Hashem: 
Rabbeinu Nissim claims that Hashem could not have demanded 
Avraham's only son, as doing so would have been a blatant viola-
tion of G-d's earlier promise of offspring.  Rather, offers the Ran, 
Hashem requested that Avraham place Yitzchak on the altar.  This 
is why He uses the word ‘ נא‘  - ‘please' - when summoning 
Avraham: 

את בנך אשר אהבת"   נא  קח”    - “Please take the son that you 
love" (see Sanhedrin 89b).   

Hashem would not have punished Avraham had he refused to 
comply.  By acquiescing, however, Avraham successfully met his 
ultimate challenge:  to fulfill that clearly desired by Hashem de-
spite not being specifically required. And it was this ability to fulfill 
r'tzon Hashem, the will of Hashem, in addition to that mandated, 
that would be incorporated into the very essence of Avraham's 
biological and spiritual progeny. 
Effective parenting and chinuch entails modeling desired behav-
iors and outcomes, without necessarily always overtly demanding 
or requiring compliance.  By allowing children to make positive, 
age-appropriate choices of their own volition, we afford them the 
opportunity to summon their “inner Avraham Aveinu” that in-
stinctively draws a Jew to r’tzon Hashem.  
Shabbat Shalom!    
Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Challah Bake 2016! 

       Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Assistant Principal 

In Medrashic literature, the world is described as being 

constructed of four basic elements: earth, water, air and 

fire.  The Ramban writes that before Hashem created the 

world he produced a fabric using these four basic 

elements. It was with this fabric that Hashem went on to 

create the world.  

Building on this concept, Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi 

connects the creation of the world to the baking of challah. 

According to her, challah is also created using these four 

basic elements. The earth is the flour, the 

main ingredient of challah. Water is also 

an essential ingredient in challah. Air gives 

challah the ability to rise.  The fire is how 

we bake the challah each week.  

Have you ever felt the need to start a 

conversation from the beginning? Have 

you ever wanted to press the restart 

button on a new job or an argument you 

were having with your spouse? Each week 

when women bake challah they have that 

opportunity. Every time a woman bakes challah, she can 

create a totally new world; a fresh beginning with her 

family, home, health and happiness.    

In the days of the Beis HaMikdash, each Shabbos morning 

the lechem hapanim was placed on the Shulchan. These 

loaves of bread would sit out all week until they were 

replaced. Miraculously, these loaves stayed fresh all week. 

Perhaps, the lesson we can learn from this is something 

holy can never go stale; rather it remains fresh in our 

hearts and souls. An inspiration that is spiritual remains 

within us for a very long time.  

On November 10th, hundreds of women from throughout 

Rockland County joined us at ASHAR for the annual Challah 

Bake. The spirit and enthusiasm in the ASHAR gym was 

incredible.  It is my hope that the sense of unity and 

comradery felt on that evening will inspire everyone who 

attended and that inspiration will be the impetus that will 

bring us back to Yerushalayim where we will once again be 

privy to the miraculous challot, bemheira beyameinu.     

Sunday Program this week:  8:00-11:30 a.m., 

davening promptly at 8:00 a.m. 



 הכרת הטוב

Thank you to Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal, for securing an 

ERCSD grand for 20 chromebooks and charging station.  Our kids 

can’t wait to use them! 

Thank you Color Run Sponsors:  The Lerer family, The Rudner 

family, The Adelman family, The Metzger family, The Yaniv family, 

The Steinberger family, The Levi family, The Levine family, The 

Benovitz family, The Sorotzkin family, The Carter family, The 

Aronoff—Remez family, the Freundlich-Algarin family.  Funds are 

being allocated for classroom indoor recess games. 

Thank you Chairman of the Board, Don-E Benovitz for spearheading 

and sponsoring this week’s Parent Meeting & Buffet.  Parent 

attendance was strong, and all left with a new perspective on 

parenting and homework (and well fed). 

Students in 8G practiced a writing skill called 
"Show, Don't Tell."  Starting with a basic "telling" 
sentence, the girls elaborated into a "showing" 
paragraph.  Below are just two of the many vivid, 
descriptive products.     

Mia Huerta – The roller coaster was scary.  

My heart was pounding through my chest, and I felt 
the wind slap me in the face as we accelerated.  My 
stomach followed up and down as the car sped, and 
I squeezed my eyes shut as I felt my stomach 
against my ribs while we flew down.  I had no need 
to push my hair away because the wind was doing it 
for me.  I could barely hear my own screaming over 
all the other voices.  I felt shaken and exhilarated 
after it ended.  My body was still moving, unaware 
that the roller coaster had stopped. 

 Rivka Inger – The book was horrible.  

Clichéd characters and particularly bland sub-stories 
littered the horrific novel.  An ending that every 
reader expected awaited me.  As I finally skimmed 
the final page, I threw the book under my bed.  I 
didn’t even bother with the epilogue.   And the fun continues....Today we had a special Challah Bake 

for girls in grades 3-8. Each girls kneaded, braided and baked 
her own challah.  



 On Wednesday the sixth, seventh and eighth grade boys joined their Rebbeim on a chesed trip in conjunction with the Hebrew 

Free Burial Association.  The Hebrew Free Burial Association (HFBA) devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emes It is the 

only agency in the greater New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or 

religious affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.  Since its inception in the 1880's, the Hebrew Free 

Burial Association has buried over 60,000 indigent Jews. They have ranged in age from newborn to the elderly, and they may meet 

their ends in a hospital, nursing home, lonely apartment or even on the street. 

The boys will be participating in the “Cemetery Clean-Up Project”. This project was established to ensure that every grave at Silver 

Lake Cemetery and Mount Richmond Cemetery, on Staten Island, is properly maintained.  Volunteers rake leaves and clear debris 

so that every grave is maintained with respect.  In preparation for the trip, the boys met with Mr. Andrew Parver, director of the 

program, who explained what they would do and the enormity of this mitzvah.  The boys went to FunPlex afterwards.  



Wednesday Women's Shiur with Rebbetzin Esther Bail Schwartz 1:15-2:15 in the library. To sponsor a shiur for $80 please contact 

Gila at 845 362-7799.   This week's shiur was sponsored by Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen on the day of her mother's yartzeit, tet vav 

Cheshvan , lilui nishmat Esther bat Yaakov, Adrienne Schwartz. 

Mazal tov to the 2nd grade girls on receiving their 

Chumashim.  Many thanks to Morah Sarah Braun. 

Basketball Update from Coach Samet:  This week we featured our first two games of the Yeshiva League 

season. Before giving highlights from the games, I wanted to share a note I received from a Parent from the other team (Bi-
Cultural Day School in Connecticut) the day after our game.  

"Hi, We met last night at the game.  Wanted to share a quick Nachat note - the center on your team (very tall boy) was a real 
Mentsch. He came over to me to ask the name of one of the boys on our team (the tall boy who fell early on in the game who 
happens to be my son). I saw him to go over to him to say he had a good game.  On many levels, my son needed to hear that 
and it was so special that your student saw that. You must be doing something very right!  Please pass along my words to the 
Head of School and the parents, they should all be proud of a real Mensch." 

While we are trying to win as a team and play hard, the note from the parent takes the cake, as this is certainly our ultimate 
goal - Being a Menche with the proper sportsmanship! I am honored to be a part of it. 

Now for the game summaries; well, the first league win still alludes ASHAR. Monday night we played against BDS (Bi-Cultural 
Day School) and had to overcome the challenge of not having one of our big men (height is important in basketball) and NO 
THREE POINT line. As we have good outside shooters, the lack of a three point line was a disadvantage. We fought hard 
though and lost 71-58. All five of the starters that game contributed with points, with Zevi, Yosef and Judah scoring 48 of our 
points. And then having Elia come in late in the game to hit two (would be three pointers) to score 4 off the bench. 

Our second game was last night against Powerful RAMAZ. From what I hear they "blow ASHAR out" each year. Well last night 
was not going to be the same. One had to be there to see how "astonished" and "shocked" the RAMAZ coach was that he 
had to "figure out how to beat us." Yes we did come up a bit short as we ran out of gas towards the end when they switched 
to a man to man defense, but the boys really gave it their all - with tremendous team cheering from the bench players. Zevi, 
Yosef and Judah did the scoring with 43 total points as ASHAR lost 51-43.  

We look forward to our second matchup against both BDS and Ramaz as the boys have the confidence they can play with the 
"big boys." Stay tuned.  Sunday we travel to Westchester for a 1 pm matchup against WDS (as part of the Sderot 
Tourrnament). Please send in your checks!!! 

Scribes at work :)  Students in 6th grade social studies 
practiced writing on clay tablets as the ancient Mesopotamians 
did- using a stylus to etch pictograms into the clay. 





Come Celebrate your party or event at 

The Burgundy Party & conference Room 

@ The Ramapo Athletic Center 

Birthdays - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs - Corporate Events 

Sports Party Packages available with 

Our indoor Volleyball & Basketball Courts 

267 Cherry Lane, Airmont, NY  845-659-8244 

YehudaRussak@gmail.com 


